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Why were Prometheus and Loki envisioned as chained to
rocks? What was the Golden Calf? Why are mirrors
believed to carry bad luck? How could anyone think that
mortals like Perseus, Beowulf, and St. George actually
fought dragons, since dragons don't exist? Strange though
they sound, however, these "myths" did not begin as
fiction. This absorbing book shows that myths originally
transmitted real information about real events and
observations, preserving the information sometimes for
millennia within nonliterate societies. Geologists'
interpretations of how a volcanic cataclysm long ago
created Oregon's Crater Lake, for example, is echoed
point for point in the local myth of its origin. The Klamath
tribe saw it happen and passed down the story--for nearly
8,000 years. We, however, have been literate so long that
we've forgotten how myths encode reality. Recent studies
of how our brains work, applied to a wide range of data
from the Pacific Northwest to ancient Egypt to modern
stories reported in newspapers, have helped the Barbers
deduce the characteristic principles by which such tales
both develop and degrade through time. Myth is in fact a
quite reasonable way to convey important messages orally
over many generations--although reasoning back to the
original events is possible only under rather specific
conditions. Our oldest written records date to 5,200 years
ago, but we have been speaking and mythmaking for
perhaps 100,000. This groundbreaking book points the
way to restoring some of that lost history and teaching us
about human storytelling. “The Twins want me to tell the
story of their adventures, including the weird and spooky
world of quantum science and the equally fascinating
world of the superconscious.” Ripped Apart is a science-



fiction novel about Quantum Twins, Qwelby and Tullia,
teenage aliens who interfere with a forbidden experiment
and find themselves transported to Earth – Qwelby in
Finland and Tullia in Africa. They need help to re-
establish their telepathic connection, find each other,
avoid capture and return home. They say that their people
arrived on Earth 75,000 years ago, were the cause of the
development of the human race, and now need the help of
those humans if their race is to survive. This gripping
page turner, which will appeal to sci-fi fans of all ages,
takes the reader on a journey through the unseen worlds
of quantum science and alternative states of
consciousness. This is the first of a four book series:
‘Quantum Twins – Adventures On Two Worlds’. The most
interesting aspect is Geoffrey’s connection with the Twins.
It started one Saturday afternoon when they told him to
sit down with pad and pen, then they wrote what became
the first nine chapters of Ripped Apart. This makes the
series unlike any other science-fiction novel on the
market: a story created between the author and real
teenage extraterrestrials. Coming from a world of peace
and harmony and surviving violence on Earth, they are
deeply shocked when their first mental reconnection is
violently severed by a teenager on their homeworld. As
they remain on Earth, they show their very human nature
as they experience the confusion of their first romantic
feelings - for humans. Modern technology is pitted
against ancient dinosaurs in this scientific thriller James
Rollins calls “Jurassic Park set amid the paradox of time
travel.” Paleontologist Richard Leyster is perfectly
content in his position with the Smithsonian excavating
dinosaur fossil sites and publishing his findings . . . until



the mysterious Harry Griffin appears in his office with a
cooler containing the head of a freshly killed Stegosaurus.
The enigmatic stranger offers Leyster the opportunity to
travel back in time to study living dinosaurs in their
original habitats—but with strings attached. Soon, the
paleontologist finds himself, along with a select team of
colleagues—including his chief rival, the ambitious and
often ruthless Dr. Gertrude Salley—making discoveries
that would prove impossible working from fossils alone.
But when Leyster and his team are stranded in the
Cretaceous, they must learn to survive while still keeping
alive the joy of scientific discovery. This shocking novel
spans hundreds of millions of years and deals with the
ultimate fate not only of the dinosaurs but also of all
humankind. Nominated for the Locus Award, the Hugo
Award, and the Nebula Award for Best Novel, Bones of the
Earth cements author Michael Swanwick as an author who
“proves that sci-fi has plenty of room for wonder and
literary values” (San Francisco Chronicle). Some may
possibly wonder to find here no record of Ballet in Italy,
or at the Opera Houses of Madrid, Lisbon, Vienna, Buda-
Pest, Berlin, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Warsaw, or St.
Petersburg, not to speak of the United States and South
America. This, however, would be to miss somewhat the
author's purpose, which is not to trace the growth of
Ballet in every capital where it has been seen. To do so
effectively was hardly possible in a single volume. A whole
book might well be devoted to the history of the art in
Italy alone, herein only touched upon as it came to have a
vital influence on France and England in the nineteenth
century. We have already had numerous volumes dealing
with Russian Ballet; and since the ground has been



extensively enough surveyed in that direction there could
be no particular advantage in devoting more space to the
subject than is already given to it in this work, the
purpose of which only is to present—as far as possible
from contemporary sources—some leading phases of the
history of the modern Art of Ballet as seen more
particularly in France and England. The Three Pillars:
How Family Politics Shaped the Earliest Church and the
Gospel of Mark, examines how family relationships played
a key role in the earliest Christian church. By
disentangling the two disparate genealogies of Jesus, the
author reconstructs the families of Joseph and Mary.
Presented here for the first time is the full ancestry of
Jesus' mother, Mary, who was descended from the anti-
Hasmonean high priest Alcimus. The author suggests that
Mary and her daughter Mary played a hitherto
unrecognized role in the church's earliest leadership
struggle and that a composite of these two women, not
Mary Magdalene, was the basis for the Gnostic Mary of
later Christian works. The author next explores how this
early leadership conflict shaped the Gospel of Mark,
which she argues was written by Peter's son. She
discusses Mark's footprint in this Gospel and how Mark's
resentment of the relatives of Jesus, his ambivalence
toward his father, and his anger at the disciples for ceding
leadership to these relatives is at the heart of some of the
most distinctive features of the Second Gospel, features
that have perplexed biblical scholars and laymen for
centuries. The last section examines the mysterious
Beloved Disciple in the Gospel of John. The author
concludes that the many unlikely elements in the account
of the arrest and interrogation of Jesus can only be



explained by seeing the Beloved Disciple as a close
relative of the high priest Caiaphas and that this family
relationship was crucial to the protection of the early
Christians in Jerusalem. The book's final chapter offers
reflections on how kinship played an important role in
Jesus' ministry and how the high priestly-leadership
responded to him in part because of his family lineage.
The lives of four high school seniors intersect weeks
before a meteor is set to pass through Earth's orbit, with a
66.6% chance of striking and destroying all life on the
planet. Simultaneous eBook. The Severed Streets is the
second urban fantasy in the Shadow Police series by
bestselling Doctor Who writer, Paul Cornell. Summer in
London: a city in turmoil. The vicious murder of a well-
known MP is like a match to tinder but Detective
Inspector James Quill and his team know that it's not a
run-of-the-mill homicide. Still coming to terms with their
new-found second sight, they soon discover that what is
invisible to others – the killer – is visible to them. Even if
they have no idea who it is. Then there are more deaths.
The bodies of rich, white men are found in circumstances
similar to those that set the streets of London awash with
fear during the late 1800s: the Whitechapel murders.
Even with their abilities to see the supernatural,
accepting that Jack the Ripper is back from the dead is a
tough ask for Quill's team. As they try to get to grips with
their abilities and a case that's spiralling out of control,
Quill realizes that they have to understand more about
this shadowy London, a world of underground meetings,
bizarre and fantastical auctions, and objects that are 'get
out of hell free' cards. But the team's unlikely guide, a
bestselling author, can't offer them much insight – and



their other option, the Rat King, speaks only in riddles.
Relying on old-fashioned police work and improvising with
their new skills only lands them in deeper water, and they
soon realize that the investigation is going to hell –
literally. And if they're not careful, they may be going with
it . . . "A fascinating history of…[a craft] that preceded
and made possible civilization itself." —New York Times
Book Review New discoveries about the textile arts reveal
women's unexpectedly influential role in ancient societies.
Twenty thousand years ago, women were making and
wearing the first clothing created from spun fibers. In
fact, right up to the Industrial Revolution the fiber arts
were an enormous economic force, belonging primarily to
women. Despite the great toil required in making cloth
and clothing, most books on ancient history and
economics have no information on them. Much of this gap
results from the extreme perishability of what women
produced, but it seems clear that until now descriptions of
prehistoric and early historic cultures have omitted
virtually half the picture. Elizabeth Wayland Barber has
drawn from data gathered by the most sophisticated new
archaeological methods—methods she herself helped to
fashion. In a "brilliantly original book" (Katha Pollitt,
Washington Post Book World), she argues that women
were a powerful economic force in the ancient world, with
their own industry: fabric. Presents an interpretation of
the Book of Exodus using archeological and geological
evidence to provide scientific explanations for the events
found in the Bible. In an imagined world where Teddy
Roosevelt was elected to a third term and America entered
World War I much sooner, where World War II and the
Holocaust never occurred, things start going awry for



Janusz Spiegelman--people and places, all of them having
Jewish connections, begin disappearing without a trace.
Martin believes he can possess both a beautiful wife and a
delightful lover. But when his wife, Antonia, suddenly
leaves him for her psychoanalyst, Martin is plunged into
an intensive emotional re-education. He attempts to
behave beautifully and sensibly. Then he meets a woman
whose demonic splendour at first repels him and later
arouses a consuming and monstrous passion. How will he
survive it? J. Barton Mitchell's sci-fi tour de force
Conquered Earth series set in an alien-invaded post-
apocalyptic world returns as the children forge deeper
into the most dangerous lands in search of The Severed
Tower Holt, Mira, and Max have fled Midnight City with
Zoey after watching her repel an entire Assembly army.
Zoey's powers are unlocked, but who and what she is
remains a mystery. All she knows is that she must reach
the Severed Tower, an infamous location in the middle of
the world's most dangerous landscape: The Strange
Lands, a place where the laws of physics have completely
broken down. But the closer they get to the Tower, the
more precarious things become. The Assembly has
pursued Zoey into the Strange Lands. Among them is a
new group, their walkers and machines strangely bereft of
any color, stripped to bare metal, and whose agenda
seems to differ from the rest. To make matters worse, the
group hunting Holt are here, too, led by a dangerous and
beautiful pirate named Ravan. So is Mira's first love,
Benjamin Aubertine, whose singular ambition to reach the
Tower threatens to get them all killed. Then there's the
Strange Lands themselves. They have inexplicably begun
to grow, spreading outwards, becoming more powerful.



Somehow, it all seems tied to Zoey herself, and the closer
she gets to the Tower, the weaker she becomes. The
ancient Chinese were profoundly influenced by the Sun,
Moon and stars, making persistent efforts to mirror astral
phenomena in shaping their civilization. In this
pioneering text, David W. Pankenier introduces readers to
a seriously understudied field, illustrating how astronomy
shaped the culture of China from the very beginning and
how it influenced areas as disparate as art, architecture,
calendrical science, myth, technology, and political and
military decision-making. As elsewhere in the ancient
world, there was no positive distinction between
astronomy and astrology in ancient China, and so
astrology, or more precisely, astral omenology, is a
principal focus of the book. Drawing on a broad range of
sources, including archaeological discoveries, classical
texts, inscriptions and paleography, this thought-
provoking book documents the role of astronomical
phenomena in the development of the 'Celestial Empire'
from the late Neolithic through the late imperial period.
Lord of the Flies meets War of the Worlds in J. Barton
Mitchell's alien-invaded post-apocalyptic world where two
teens and a young girl with amazing powers must stop the
aliens' mysterious plan Earth has been conquered by an
alien race known as the Assembly. The human adult
population is gone, having succumbed to the Tone---a
powerful, telepathic super-signal broadcast across the
planet that reduces them to a state of complete
subservience. But the Tone has one critical flaw. It only
affects the population once they reach their early
twenties, which means that there is one group left to
resist: Children. Holt Hawkins is a bounty hunter, and his



current target is Mira Toombs, an infamous treasure
seeker with a price on her head. It's not long before Holt
bags his prey, but their instant connection isn't
something he bargained for. Neither is the Assembly ship
that crash-lands near them shortly after. Venturing
inside, Holt finds a young girl who remembers nothing
except her name: Zoey. As the three make their way to the
cavernous metropolis of Midnight City, they encounter
young freedom fighters, mutants, otherworldly artifacts,
pirates, feuding alien armies, and the amazing powers
that Zoey is beginning to exhibit. Powers that suggest she,
as impossible as it seems, may just be the key to stopping
the Assembly once and for all. Midnight City is the
breathtaking first book of the Conquered Earth series.
Over the years, startling evidence has been unearthed,
challenging established notions of the origins of Earth
and life on it, and suggesting the existence of a superior
race of beings who once inhabited our world. The product
of thirty years of intensive research, The 12th Planet is
the first book in Zecharia Sitchin's prophetic Earth
Chronicles series--a revolutionary body of work that offers
indisputable documentary proof of humanity's
extraterrestrial forefathers. Travelers from the stars, they
arrived eons ago, and planted the genetic seed that would
ultimately blossom into a remarkable species...called
Man. The 12th Planet brings to life the Sumerian
civilization, presenting millennia-old evidence of the
existence of Nibiru, the home planet of the Anunnaki, and
of the landings of the Anunnaki on Earth every 3,600
years, and reveals a complete history of the solar system
as told by these early visitors from another planet.
Zecharia Sitchin's Earth Chronicles series, with millions



of copies sold worldwide, deal with the history and
prehistory of Earth and humankind. Each book in the
series is based upon information written on clay tablets by
the ancient civilizations of the Near East. The series is
offered here, for the first time, in highly readable,
hardbound collector's editions with enhanced maps and
diagrams. The burnt-red badlands of Montana's Hell
Creek are a vast graveyard of the Cretaceous dinosaurs
that lived 68 million years ago. Those hills were, much
later, also home to the Sioux, the Crows, and the
Blackfeet, the first people to encounter the dinosaur
fossils exposed by the elements. What did Native
Americans make of these stone skeletons, and how did
they explain the teeth and claws of gargantuan animals no
one had seen alive? Did they speculate about their deaths?
Did they collect fossils? Beginning in the East, with its Ice
Age monsters, and ending in the West, where dinosaurs
lived and died, this richly illustrated and elegantly written
book examines the discoveries of enormous bones and
uses of fossils for medicine, hunting magic, and spells.
Well before Columbus, Native Americans observed the
mysterious petrified remains of extinct creatures and
sought to understand their transformation to stone. In
perceptive creation stories, they visualized the remains of
extinct mammoths, dinosaurs, pterosaurs, and marine
creatures as Monster Bears, Giant Lizards, Thunder Birds,
and Water Monsters. Their insights, some so
sophisticated that they anticipate modern scientific
theories, were passed down in oral histories over many
centuries. Drawing on historical sources, archaeology,
traditional accounts, and extensive personal interviews,
Adrienne Mayor takes us from Aztec and Inca fossil tales



to the traditions of the Iroquois, Navajos, Apaches,
Cheyennes, and Pawnees. Fossil Legends of the First
Americans represents a major step forward in our
understanding of how humans made sense of fossils
before evolutionary theory developed. A fascinating
exploration of an ancient system of beliefs and its links to
the evolution of dance. From southern Greece to northern
Russia, people have long believed in female spirits,
bringers of fertility, who spend their nights and days
dancing in the fields and forests. So appealing were these
spirit-maidens that they also took up residence in
nineteenth-century Romantic literature. Archaeologist
and linguist by profession, folk dancer by avocation,
Elizabeth Wayland Barber has sleuthed through
ethnographic lore and archaeological reports of east and
southeast Europe, translating enchanting folktales about
these “dancing goddesses” as well as eyewitness accounts
of traditional rituals—texts that offer new perspectives on
dance in agrarian society. She then traces these
goddesses and their dances back through the Romans and
Greeks to the first farmers of Europe. Along the way, she
locates the origins of many customs, including coloring
Easter eggs and throwing rice at the bride. The result is a
detective story like no other and a joyful reminder of the
human need to dance. The characteristic principles by
which myths develop, evolve, and degrade through time
are examined in this study about human storytelling and
the diverse ways in which oral traditions reflect lost
history and cultural mores. The fascinating story of how
the fossils of dinosaurs, mammoths, and other extinct
animals influenced some of the most spectacular
creatures of classical mythology Griffins, Centaurs,



Cyclopes, and Giants—these fabulous creatures of
classical mythology continue to live in the modern
imagination through the vivid accounts that have come
down to us from the ancient Greeks and Romans. But
what if these beings were more than merely fictions?
What if monstrous creatures once roamed the earth in the
very places where their legends first arose? This is the
arresting and original thesis that Adrienne Mayor
explores in The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful
research and meticulous documentation, she convincingly
shows that many of the giants and monsters of myth did
have a basis in fact—in the enormous bones of long-
extinct species that were once abundant in the lands of
the Greeks and Romans. As Mayor shows, the Greeks and
Romans were well aware that a different breed of
creatures once inhabited their lands. They frequently
encountered the fossilized bones of these primeval beings,
and they developed sophisticated concepts to explain the
fossil evidence, concepts that were expressed in
mythological stories. The legend of the gold-guarding
griffin, for example, sprang from tales first told by
Scythian gold-miners, who, passing through the Gobi
Desert at the foot of the Altai Mountains, encountered the
skeletons of Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that
littered the ground. Like their modern counterparts, the
ancient fossil hunters collected and measured impressive
petrified remains and displayed them in temples and
museums; they attempted to reconstruct the appearance
of these prehistoric creatures and to explain their
extinction. Long thought to be fantasy, the remarkably
detailed and perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of
giant bone finds were actually based on solid



paleontological facts. By reading these neglected
narratives for the first time in the light of modern
scientific discoveries, Adrienne Mayor illuminates a lost
world of ancient paleontology. Park takes readers on an
incredible journey that illuminates the multitude of
elaborate "contraptions" by which humans in the Western
world have imagined the earth they inhabit--and what lies
beyond. Meditations on environmental change and the
necessity of a pact between Earth and its inhabitants This
book examines the meaning of religion within the
scientific, evidence-based history of our known past since
the big bang. While our current major religions are only
centuries or millennia old, our volume discusses the
origins and development of human religious practice and
belief over our species’ existence of 300,000 years. The
volume also connects the scientific approach to natural
and social history with ancient truths of our religious
ancestors using new lines of inquiry, new technologies,
new modes of expression, and new concepts. It brings
together insights of natural scientists, social scientists,
philosophers, writers, and theologians to discuss
narratives of the universe. The essays discuss that to
apprehend religion scientifically, or to interpret and
explain science theologically, the subject must be
examined through a variety of disciplinary lenses
simultaneously and raise several theoretical,
philosophical, and moral problems. With a singular
investigation into the meaning of religion in the context
of the 13.8 billion-year history of our universe, this book
will be indispensable for scholars and students of
religious studies, big history, sociology and social
anthropology, philosophy, and science and technology



studies. The New York Times bestseller and Reese Book
Club pick 'The two main characters will captivate you as
their paths are destined to cross... you won't be able to
put this one down!' Reese Witherspoon They say a tiger
that devours too many humans can take the form of a man
and walk among us... In 1930s colonial Malaya, a
dissolute British doctor receives a surprise gift of an
eleven-year-old Chinese houseboy. Sent as a bequest from
an old friend, young Ren has a mission: to find his dead
master's severed finger and reunite it with his body. Ren
has forty-nine days, or else his master's soul will roam the
earth forever. Ji Lin, an apprentice dressmaker,
moonlights as a dancehall girl to pay her mother's debts.
One night, Ji Lin's dance partner leaves her with a
gruesome souvenir that leads her on a crooked, dark trail.
As time runs out for Ren's mission, a series of
unexplained deaths occur amid rumours of tigers who
turn into men. In their journey to keep a promise and
discover the truth, Ren and Ji Lin's paths will cross in
ways they will never forget. Captivating and lushly
written, The Night Tiger explores the rich world of
servants and masters, ancient superstition and modern
ambition, sibling rivalry and unexpected love. Woven
through with Chinese folklore and a tantalizing mystery,
this novel is a page-turner of the highest order. 'An
exuberant medley of magic, romance and weirdness' The
Times '[A] highly imaginative and spellbinding read'
Woman's Weekly 'I was willingly propelled into a
fascinating and exotic world' Daily Mail Oxbow says:
Beyond the attention grabbing title lies a serious study of
the possible impact of earthquakes on ancient sites and
societies. From the USA Today bestselling author, Dani



René, comes a dark romance that will leave you guessing
until the very end! *This is NOT a standalone. You need to
read Stolen - The Prequel to fully understand this
storyline. My world was hell on earth, son of a man who
was evil incarnate. Hate was all I knew. When she was
stolen, I swore I’d find her. When I meet her eyes again, I
remember what I’m fighting for. The girl will be mine. ***
I’ve seen true evil, held captive by the devil himself. And
now revenge is all I know. Everything was stolen from me.
Until him. When my eyes meet his, I’m caught in his web.
Each moment that passes only confirms what I already
know—I’m his. Shattering under the weight of debt, drug
addiction, & death, the rock band Karma has one last shot
to make it...until their lead singer, Vão Carvalo, is
kidnapped by a psychopathic wizard claiming that Vão is a
missing king, and who is desperate to keep Vão and his
bandmates enmeshed in lies and deceit. Now trapped in a
world where the Land is alive & any move could bring
lethal consequences, Vão struggles against magic, lies, &
conspiracy to free himself & uncover the wizard's deadly
secret, a secret that will convince Vão to abandon all he
has ever known... ...even if he must sacrifice his life and
sanity to do it. Stop looking for the Book of Mormon in
Mesoamerica and start looking for Mesoamerica in the
Book of Mormon! Second Witness, a new six-volume series
from Greg Kofford Books, takes a detailed, verse-by-verse
look at the Book of Mormon. It marshals the best of
modern scholarship and new insights into a consistent
picture of the Book of Mormon as a historical document.
Taking a faithful but scholarly approach to the text and
reading it through the insights of linguistics,
anthropology, and ethnohistory, the commentary



approaches the text from a variety of perspectives: how it
was created, how it relates to history and culture, and
what religious insights it provides. The commentary
accepts the best modern scholarship, which focuses on a
particular region of Mesoamerica as the most plausible
location for the Book of Mormon’s setting. For the first
time, that location—its peoples, cultures, and historical
trends—are used as the backdrop for reading the text. The
historical background is not presented as proof, but
rather as an explanatory context. The commentary does
not forget Mormon’s purpose in writing. It discusses the
doctrinal and theological aspects of the text and
highlights the way in which Mormon created it to meet his
goal of “convincing . . . the Jew and Gentile that Jesus is
the Christ, the Eternal God.” New races of man had
evolved, new species of beast; science had vanished and
magic had arisen to dominate the twilight of our world as
it dominated the earth's morning. The Dying Earth is Jack
Vance's finest work - a stunning evocation of a world
peopled by wizards, witches, demons, monsters, dashing
princes and forlorn maidens. A bejewelled gallery of
strange and wonderful beings in the eminent tradition of
Tolkien and William Morris. Jack Vance's preferred title
for this collection is Mazirian the Magician, but while we
have elsewhere deferred to his wishes, in this case the
book is so famous under a title of which he apparently
strongly disapproves that we concluded it would be absurd
to change it. All Jack Vance titles in the SFGateway use
the author's preferred texts, as restored for the Vance
Integral Edition (VIE), an extensive project masterminded
by an international online community of Vance's
admirers. In general, we also use the VIE titles, and have



adopted the arrangement of short story collections to
eliminate overlaps.
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